
  |  i

Title 14: COURT PROCEDURE -- CIVIL

Chapter 729: RECOVERY OF FORFEITED PROPERTY

Table of Contents

Part 7. PARTICULAR PROCEEDINGS................................................................  
Section 7151. SEIZURE OF FORFEITED PERSONAL PROPERTY........................................  3

Section 7152. RESTORATION TO CLAIMANT ON GIVING BOND......................................  3

Section 7153. APPRAISAL........................................................................................................... 3

Section 7154. INVENTORY AND APPRAISAL IF NO CLAIMANT.......................................  3

Section 7155. LIBEL IN SUPERIOR COURT; NOTICE............................................................  3

Section 7156. BOND ON SEIZURE............................................................................................  3

Section 7157. COMPLAINT NOT SUPPORTED; PROPERTY RESTORED WITH
DAMAGES....................................................................................................................................  4

Section 7158. APPEALS (REPEALED).......................................................................................  4



MRS Title 14, Chapter 729: RECOVERY OF FORFEITED PROPERTY
Text current through August 1, 2014, see disclaimer at end of document.

ii  |  



Generated
1.6.2015 §7151. Seizure of forfeited personal property   |  3

Maine Revised Statutes

Title 14: COURT PROCEDURE -- CIVIL

Chapter 729: RECOVERY OF FORFEITED PROPERTY

§7151. SEIZURE OF FORFEITED PERSONAL PROPERTY
When personal property is forfeited for an offense and no special mode is prescribed for recovering it,

any person entitled to the whole or part thereof may seize and keep it until final judgment unless restored on
the bond as provided.

§7152. RESTORATION TO CLAIMANT ON GIVING BOND
If the person claiming it for himself or another gives bond to the party seizing, with sufficient surety, to

pay the appraised value when it is decreed forfeited, it shall be restored to him.

§7153. APPRAISAL
The value shall be ascertained by the appraisement of 3 disinterested persons mutually chosen by

the parties, or, if they cannot agree, by a justice of the peace in the county. [1987, c. 736, §19
(AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY
1981, c. 456, §A56 (AMD).  1987, c. 736, §19 (AMD).

§7154. INVENTORY AND APPRAISAL IF NO CLAIMANT
If no person claims the property after such seizure, the party seizing shall cause an inventory and

appraisement thereof to be made by 3 disinterested persons, under oath, appointed by a justice of the peace in
the county. [1967, c. 544, §39 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY
1967, c. 544, §39 (AMD).

§7155. LIBEL IN SUPERIOR COURT; NOTICE
The party seizing, within 20 days, shall file a complaint in the clerk's office of the Superior Court in the

county where the offense was committed, stating the cause of seizure and praying for an order of forfeiture.
The clerk shall thereupon make out a notice to all persons to appear at such court at the time appointed to
show cause why such order should not be passed, which notice shall be published in some newspaper printed
in the county, if any, if not, in the state paper, at least 14 days before the time of trial. [1967, c. 544,
§40 (AMD).]

SECTION HISTORY
1967, c. 544, §40 (AMD).

§7156. BOND ON SEIZURE
When there is a claimant, the court may order the party seizing to give bond to him with sufficient

surety for the safekeeping of the property seized, compliance with the order of court for restoration, and the
payment of costs and damages, if not forfeited, and may hear and determine the cause by a jury, or without,
if the parties agree, and may allow costs against the claimant. If there is no claimant, the court shall order
the forfeiture and disposal of the property according to law, and a sale and distribution of the proceeds, after
deducting all proper charges.
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§7157. COMPLAINT NOT SUPPORTED; PROPERTY RESTORED WITH
DAMAGES

If the complaint is not supported or is discontinued, the court shall order a restoration of the property,
with costs. If the jury or court finds the seizure without probable cause, reasonable damages shall be ordered
for the claimant.

§7158. APPEALS
(REPEALED)

SECTION HISTORY
1967, c. 544, §41 (RP).
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